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CIENTLEMEN, 


T u from Your repeated Requeſts, that 
| 5 the following Diſcourſe becomes Pub- 
lick, which i the true and only . eApo- 
by I have for letting it go abroad, when 
there are ſo many far more excellent, which 
daily appear from the Prefi. 1 know the- 
T ruths ſpoken of are ſeafonable enough - 
but whether I have handled them as-F ought 
todo, the World muſt now judge : To whom 
I leave i #, with my hearty Prayers, That- 
A ; (what , 
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* ( what influence ſoever this poor Diſcourſe 
may have ) the Virtues may grow up a- 
-mongſt men, T hat Unity and Charity which 
adorn and ſecure our Religion, may flou- 
rtſh more than Paſſion, Prejudice; or 
Self-love, which diſgrace and hazard it. 
TI have mo more t0 -add, but my hearty 
Acknowledgments for the Ciuilities re- 
ceived by, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your Humble Servant, 


Ti bo. IWagſtaffe. 


1 Ep. of S. P xr. ch. 1it. v. 8. 
— Be ye all of one mind, having compaſſion | 


one of antther, — 
V met together, a Diſcourſe of - 
" Unity and Charity will. not be 
unſeaſonable ; Theſe are the laudable ends of - 
{\uch pious Feſtivals; and. theſe ends they 
have a great aptitude to.procure and promote. - 
They are nurſeries of Amity and Fricndſhip,. 
and they make and maintain peace and love 
among Bfethren; Envy, Hatred, Malice and . 
Uncharitableneſs are ſtrangers. here, contrary 
to the nature of it, and cannot be admitted : 
without violence and hypocriſte. Almighty 
God upbraids the Fews, that they Fafted hy- 1/s 55:4 
pocritically, and-peryerted the end. of their | 
Faſts, when they Fafted for ſtrife and debate ; 
and 'tis yet more unreaſonable and hypocri- . 
" rical co Feaft. for them. This is to wound 
with Plaiſters, to kill with Remedics.... Every 


thing 


"FT HEN. . Brethren are ſolemnly 


44.2. be in the beſt Socicty. S. Luke ſaith, they- 
46. 


(2) 
thing the more Feſtival it 15, the more it heals 
and unites; the Fruits of it are Joy, Peace 
and Love, and it cither finds or makes men 
Friends. And this 1s a principal concern in 
the Inſtitution of all Feaſts, whether Heathen, 
Jewiſh or Chriſtian; to Secure their Fricnd- 
ſhips, to Reconcile their Differences, to'Com- 
memorate their Founders, and to Unite their 
Diſciples and Followers. And even that Spi- 
ritual Feaſt appointed by our Blefled Lord and 
Savaour, the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood hath the ſame-rendency; our-coming 
together to That Table minds us that We 
are all one in Chriſt; That as we there Ce- 
Icbrate the higheſt love to us, ſo we are 
obliged to practice it our ſclves, and be like 
minded to our Brethren, as God and Chriſt 
have been to us, merciful and kind and com- 
paſſionate: And.the whole purpoſe of that 
Feaſt 1s, as to joyn us to Chriſt, ſo alſo tounite 
us to one another. And for the further pro- 
10ting and carrying on theſe cfte&ts, the A- 
poſtles and Primitive Chriſtians after This, had 
another Feaſt of Love, : where they cat roge- 
ther with wonderful content, where all 'Bro- 
therly Offices paſſed betwixt them, and where 
was all the ſweetneſs and fatisfaction-that could 


did 


eat 


(3) 
eat their meat with gladneſs,and ſingleneſs of heart. 
7.e. with a very great delight in, and ſincere 
aftcction towards one another. 

And this 1s,or ought to be the Temper and 
Conſtitution of all Chriſtian Feafts, eſpecially 
of ſuch as were originally appointcd, and yet 
continued for theſe very purpoſes. I concerve 
therefore, it will not be unſuitable to enforce 
the neceſſity of practiſing theſe Duties, efpe- 
cially if we conſider, as well their general na- 
cure and influence, as the particular occaſion. 
They very well ſuit with This, but they arc 
not appropriate to 1t ; theſe Graces may have 
from hence their employment, bur not their 
Sanction: the obligation to Unity and Charity 
1s not founded in our Tables, but they may 
be there and ought to be exerciſed ; when Bre- 
thren are met together, *tis a fit ſeaſon to ap- 
ply them: But the obligations arc perpetual, 
and we ſtand bound to obſcrye them as we 
are Men, as Chriſtians, and as Coun- 
try-men ; and whatſoever there is in us of 
cruce Humanity, Religion, or Neighbourhood, 
They all engage us to be of one mind, and to 
have compaſſion one of another. 

In Diſcourſing of which words I ſhall en- 
deayour, 


I. To ſhew what Unity 1s. : 
1 B IL To 


——_ 
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IT. To repreſent the advantages of it. 

II. To ſhew the Relation that is between 
Unity and Charity ; how fitly the latter part 
of the Text follows the former. 

IV. To purſue the Apoſtle's exhortation; 
by laying down ſome things to engage us to 
the Love and Pra&tice of Unity and Charity. 
Be ye ws one mind, &Cc. 

I. To ſhew what Unity is : But before I do 
this, that I may not ſeem to have undertaken 
a very idle and impertinent Task, 1t will be 
_—_— co premiſe and ſuppoſe theſe Two. 
things. 

= That the attainment of Unity is poſſible. 

2. That to endeavour 1t 1s neceſſary. 

1. That 'tis poſſible, "tis in vain to per- 
ſwade men to unpoſiibilitics; and you may as 
well invite all men to be of the ſame Complext- 
on, and of the ſame Stature, as of the ſame 
Mind. But does not this equally argue the va- 
nity of S. Peter's exhortation? In the Apoſtles 
times, there were varicty of Humours and In- 
tereſts, diverſities of Temper and Education, 
as well as in Ours. In thoſe days as well as 
ours, there were differing Partics and Perſwa- 
ſions. But did .not the Apoſtles for all that, 
and the more for that, perſwade them with 
all carneſtneſs to Peace and Unity 2 And to Tay 
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we muſt not ſpeak of Unity, becauſe there are 
invertcrate Diſſentions ; is as much as to fay, 
that we muſt not mention the Remedy, be- 
cauſe men are afte&ted with the Diſcale. And 
there 1s yet more reaſon. here; for theſe 
things are for the molt part voluntary, and 
in our power. Men may lay aſide their pre- 
judices and corrupt Intereſts. They may, if 
they will, bury cheir Differences, and forger 
their Animoſities : Bur if we will not, the 
fault is not in the nature of the thing, bur in 
our ſclves. 

2. "Tis neceſſary : by this I mean what the 
Schools call Neceſſitas precepti, it hath a Di- 
vine Sanction, and 1s part of the Law of God, 
which contains the terms of our Salvation, 
and which we are bound to obſerve upon 
peril of God's diſpleaſure. Now as S. Zames 
argues, He that ſaid, Do not commit Adultery, 
ſaid alſo, Do not kill. The ſame Law that 
ſays, Do not Kill, nor Stcal, fays alſo, Live 
at Unity. And if we think our {clycs oblig'd, 
by vertue of this Law, not to invade the 
Bloud, or the Poſſcflions of our Neighbour, 
by the ſame ſure ( having the very ſame Au- 
thority ) we ſhould think ourſclyes oblig'd tos 
live at Peace and Unity with him. The Con- 
ſcience 15 equally _ by all the —_ 
: 2 od ; 


Chap. 2. 
V. I], 
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God ; and Love, Peace and Unity are as of- 
ten, -and as carneſtly enjoyn'd as any other 
duties ; our Saviour himſelf ſtrictly com- 
mands 1t, and his Apoſtles preſs it with all 
imaginable zeal and vechemency. And. ex- 
cept there can be ſome method of Interpre- 
tation found out, that ſhall make theſe plain 
words of our Saviour, and of his Apoſtles to 
{fignific nothing, or to ſignifie the quite con- 
trary ; I cannot ſce how any good man can 
any more allow hinaſclf. in the known breach 
of This, than of any other command 1n the 
whole Goſpel. I know 'tis. here ſaid, We 
cannot come up to. all the terms of Union; 
but I ſay we may Unite as far as we can; 
and if we do not do that, we do as plainly 
violate this Law,. as Thieves do the Law 
againſt Stealing, or Murderers that againſt 
Killing : And if that be ' but honeſtly done, 
there would not be much complaint of Diyi- 
fions, to be ſure none of Uncharitableneſs. 
 Fheſe things premiſed, I come, 

i. To ſhew what Unity 1s; and herecT ſhall 
not enter into particulars, or conſider the 
differing kinds of Unity ; but only lay down 
a general deſcription, and ſuch as may agree 
with all the ſpecies or branches of it. In the 


general then Unity 35 an agreement amongſt 
men 
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men In pun lawful, whereby they joyntly take 


care off, and promote the common Interefl. In 
this Deſcription of Unity there are three 
parts conſiderable. 1. Tis a mutual Agree- 
ment. 2. "Tis a mutual care of the Com- 
mon Intercft. And 3. The terms of the Une 
on, and.the means of That care are to be 
Lawtful. 

1, 'Tis a mutual Agrecment, this needs no 
Explication. 

2. 'Tis a mutual care of the Common In- 
tereſt. Men may never quarrel, and- yet 
may never be Friends. A man may thiak 
the ſame thing. with his Brethren, and yet not 
be United. It there be never ſo much agree- 
mentin Opinion and Judgment, yer if the In- 
tereſts are diflerv'd, 'tis.not Unity.. This 1 
take to be the meamng of thoſe wards of our 


and he that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth 
abroad. At the Sicge of a City, one of the 
Citizens, though he doth nor kill his Fellow- 
Citizens, yet ſure. he is not.much at Unity 


withthem, if he is undermining the Walls, os 


opening .the Gates, or giving intclligence to - 


the Enemy. | 


3. The terms of Union, and all the means 


of 1t are to be Lawful, without . which... tis 


Sayiour, He. that is nct with me, is againſt me, _— | 


not . 


+3Q... 


($) 
not Unity but Confederacy and Conſpiracy. 
S. Chryſoſtom ſays therefore, that 'tis a mutual 


4-Epheſ. conjunction between themſclves and withGod; 


if. God and his Truth be left out, "tis a Cove- 
nant of Iniquity, and the Unity of Thieves 
and Robbers ; nothing but what 1s every 
way lawful can conſiitute-a. juſt Unity. ; when 
therefore. I exhort you-to it, I do not exhort 
you to an Afocration, to a Solemn League and 
Covenant, or to a Guiſian League, but to a 
Chriſtian unity ; to ſuch a Unity only, as is 
inevery thing agrecable to true Religion, to 
Loyalty, and to the Luws of the Land. 

IL I ſhall indeavour to repreſent the Ad- 
-yantages-of Unity z which are ſo many and 
ſo important, that I am very ſenſible, the 
beſt I can ſay will be 4nſufficient, and come 
far ſhort of their true character : but there 
are two things that will make amends tor the 
. defets of repreſentation. 

© The firſt 1s, Things that arc excellent com- 
mend themſelves; their own bcatty and 
Foodnefs ſet them off better than all the Ar- 
tificial- methods in the world. Thoſe arc 
poor Vertues that muſt have Art and Lan- 
guage for their Harbingers to gain them ad- 
mittance, and provide them lodging ; Unity 
hath a native ſplendor, and 1s beſt ſcen by its 
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own light, its own worth and uſefulnels are 
the beſt Credentials, and will better recom- 
mend it, than any forms or ornaments of 
Speech. 

The Second is, That as 'ris exccllent, fo the.. 
Benefits of 4t-are plain and obyious. They do- 
not ly ſo deep, as to need Art, Learning or- 
Subtilcy to diſcover. The benefits of : Unity 
arc no myfteries- of. State, but every man- 
( howſoever he pradttiſcs-) canriot chuſe but. 
lee them; and they are as viſible and appa-- 
rent as any thing -in humane Life. . 

And from theſe Two, the excellency of: 
Unity, and the obviouſnels of its Benefits will 
the Defects of what follows be ſupplyed; - 
and there will be lefs need of Accuracy 
Punctualnels in deſcribing the Advantages of- 
it; which I ſhall. cheretore briefly do in theſe. 
following particulars : | 

x. 'Tis the ſafety of all Societies; and this: 
is fo very evident, that 1t- needs. not, it can- 
not 'be prov'd, 'tis{o plain of i (elf, that no- 
thing can be plainer ſaid to. make is appear 
more than i does: what.: need a man, or 
what. arguments - can 'a man have to prove 
chat the Sun ſhines; and thus 15 as. apparent : 
All therefore that can be ſaid, 1s not any. di- - 
rect proof ( for 'tis above that.) but _—_— 

We. 
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ſhew it in examples, or illuſtrate 1t by ſimili- 
tudes. And from the beginning of all Socic- 
ties to this very day, the clict inſtruments 
( for the moſt part) of their Ruine have 
been thei - own Inteftine Diviſions : Either 
ſome of their Members have been Treache- 
rous and betrayed them for Money, or there 
» has been Envy among them at the greatneſs 
of their Brethren, or there has been ſtrong 
Factions, and powerful Diviſions. And theſe 
have done them more harm, than all outward 
force, and have been the-main and principal 
occaſions of their downfal. "Twill be necd- 
leſs to mention particulars, all Ages, and all 
Hiſtories-arefull of them ; and all experience 
proves, -that theſe Inteſtine muſchicts in Ag- 
gregate Bodies, are like inward Difſcaſes in 
the Natural, which prey upon the vital ſpirits, 
and drieup the very ſprings of Life. A man 
that:is wounded, or bruiſed, or outwardly 
-hurc, yet if his Vitals be found, the ſtrength 
-of his Conſtitution will repair it; but fit be in 
his Brain,orin his Heart,the Prognoftick is fatal, 
and the Phyſician concludes bis Patient not 


long liv'd. I do not ſay that cvery diviſion 1s 
Mortal, and that a Kingdom cannot ſurvive 
it; but every one 1s a ſtep towards - it, and 
there 1s always danger and jeopardy at the 

bottom. 
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bottom. The Waters may be troubled to 

catch the Fiſh, bur never to preſerve them. 
'2. Unity beſt ſerves the purpoſes of Reli- 
g10n. There are two ends of Religion ; 
The Honour of God, and the Salvation of 
Man. Now God is honoured, when He 1s 
own'd and worſhipd ; when His name 1s 
publiſhed, His goodneſs declared 3 And This 
ſure 1s beſt done, when 'tis joyntly by all 
choſe that believe on him, as a King 1s moſt 
honoured by the unanimous acclamations of 
his People. But God is likewiſe honoured, 
when by the good behaviour of them that 
own it, his Name and his Truth are well 
{ſpoken of, and when the good and intereſts 
of his Religion are promoted. And I need 
not ſay that Diſcord and Diſentions deſtroy 
the Beauty and Charity of Religion, that 
thereby God 1s diſhonoured, and his Religion 
reproached and blaſphemed. That likewiſe, 
ve men arc for ſiding, there are other 
ends to be looked after beſides, and often- 
times more than God's Honour, and the care 
of Truth ; Paſſions and Humours are to be a- 
tisfied, By-deſigns to be minded, and the 
common [Intereſts of Religion muſt be dil- 
ſerved for thoſe of a Party. Theſe are fo 
plain, that they need not. any longer be in- 
| C liſted 
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fiſted' on. The other end of Rcligion 1s 
Man's Salyation ; for the promoting of 
which our Sayiour hath not only diſcovered, 
and laid down the Doctrine of Salvation, but 
_ alſo ſeveral miniſterial helps and 
iſtances. I ſhall inftance only in ſuch as 
are not controverted, and have not been 
doubted by any Chriſtians of what Denomi- 
nation ſfocyer; And thoſe are Inſtruction, 
good Example, Fraternal Correption and 
Admonition : Theſe all men own to be Chri: 
ſtian duties, and proper and excellent means 
of Edification ; And indeed fo they are where 
Brethren are at Unity, but without it they 
are uſeleſs and inſignificant. Let aman fpeak 
the plaineſt and moſt ſcaſonable Truths ; ler 
tim bring the ſtrongeſt evidence of Reaſon ; 
yet if they do not go with our biaſs, we will 
not underſtand them. Let a man live to the 
honour of God, and be a publick example of 
all Vertue, a light ſhining 1n a dark place, yer 
if he 1s not on our fide, the Reputation of his 
example 1s loſt z and though he 1s our next 
Neighbour, he will influence us no more 
than the Antipodes. Let a man touch our 
Sorcs with all the tenderncſs imaginable ; let 
him reprove and admoniſh with all Chriſtian 
mecknels.; yet it theſe arc called Satyrs and 
InveEtiyes, 
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Invectives, or if they are entertained with 
rancor or prejudice, what good can they do? 
And theſe are too plainly the 'cfte&ts/of onr 
Diviſions, which evacuate the wholſom me- 
thods of our-Safety. . To'preſerve us upright 
and in the Truth, is not ſo-caſie, - bur. we 
ſtand in need of all brothetly afhiſtances ; 
And it cannot be denied, but Diſſentions de- 
prive us of them, and obſtruct the great end 
of all Chriſtian Societies, which is the mutu- 
al edification one of another. '  - 

3. 'Tis the Perfection of all Political Ver- 
tues, and for the moſt part of the Chriſtian 
Vertues alſo. Twas This that firſt brought 
men together, and joyned them in Bodies 
and Societies ; ſo that whatever advantages 
have thereby accrued to mankind, they aro 
all owing to 7h, as to their firſt Parent , 
Good Government, Wholſom Laws, Mutual 
Security and Preſervation, Arts and Sciences, 
Trade and Commerce : "They are all the 
Children of .Union, firſt brought forth by 
Her ; and They ſtill hang on her' Breaſts, and 
muſt receive their nouriſhment, and thear 
PTE from her. Wiſe men may counſel and 

irc, men of Learning may ſtudy, men of: 
Trade'may get wealth, mien of Power may 


ſubdue, but it's all by vertue of Vnity, which 
2 
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gives life, and vigor, and'{trength to all Pol:- 
rical motions. This is the Cement of the 
World, which joyns its parts. By-7his a King- 
dom is compacted, a City made regular, a 
Family orderly, and-all quiet,” peaccable, and 
ſafe. So that whatever flouriſhing there 1s of 
Kingdoms, -whatcver improvement of Arts 
or. Frade, whatever Proſperny there is in 
Citics or private Men, whatever powcr or 
Skill to-get or keep an Eſtate, whatever ſecu- 
rity from violence, injury, or wrong, They 
and a thouſand more are all derived to us 
from: this ſingle Vertue. 
\. Theſe goodly Fruits and Blefhings we fee 
with our Eyes, we hear with our Ears, and 
we handle with our Hands-; They are ncar 
us, they. are within ' us; they are alt abour 
us ; They are in the Country, inthe City; in 
our Shops, and m our Houſes: And-there 1s no 
State or Condition -of mcn-which does not 
feel the Influence and Benefits of it. And 
would to God:the Practice were as umverſal 
as the Benefit ; that the' Advaneage would 
work upon our Aﬀettions, and we would be 
brought heartly to- love-that we receiye fo 
much good by. | 

And as Unity is the Perfection of Political, 
ſo it is for the moſt part of Chriſtian _ 
allo. 
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alſo. The Apoſtle tells us that Love is the , 
fulfilling of the Law. And Love 1s cither.an- == 4 
other name for Unity, or Unity 1s the Per- 
fection of it. And This where 'tis firmly ſeat- 
cd in the Heart, 'tis either it (elf, or in the 
effects and conſequences, 1t naturally and ne- 
ceſſarily produces a Fulfilling of the whole 
Law of God. It 1s not _ an tmmediate 
Act of Divine Worſhip; but 'nis ſuch an In- 
gredient in it, that without it, the zealouſeſt 
performance will not be acceptable : Go and aa. 5. 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then offer thy *4- 
gift This muſt fan cyen our moſt holy 
Flames, and the ardenc breathings of our 
Souls after God, will not be accepted, if we 
have not the ſame allo after our Brethren. 
We are taught therefore in the beſt Prayer 
that cver was, to ſay, Our Father; the Father 
of us all, in the ſte and language of our Sa-- 
viour, which our Hearts ſhould always agree 
wah ; our Acknowledgments and. Invocaty- 
ons, and the Bleſſings we Pray for too, arcin 
common ; Give us, forgive us, tead us not, Or. 
US, 1.e. our ſelves and all our Brethren. - So 
great a ſharc has Unity cvcn in.our immediate. 
acts of Devotion : Wecannot worſhip,acknow- 
ledge, petition God without it; fo that.ab 
though it 1s.not the Perfection of our __ : 
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and Worſhip, yet it perfe&ts them, ' it com- 
pleats. them, without which they would be 
mutilate and imperfect, and want a neceſſa- 
ry part. 

And then for theſe other Chriſtian Virtues, 
Peace, Humility, Forgiveneſs, Patience, Con- 
-tentment, Charity, Theſe do all as naturally 
. flow from Unity, as a ſtream does from its 


" , fountain. A man that is heartily united, he 


cannot contemn his Brother, cannot be im- 
 placable, cannot ſee his. Brother in miſery, 
. cannot be unſatisfied with his ſtation, cannot 
. be wanting 4n all-che:quſt reſpets and duties 
he owes to all his Relations: and a man may 
as well - imagine, - that-the -foot ſhould ſpurn 
. at the head, that the. hands ſhould be crud 
and harſh towards ene another ; as that a 
Man heartily owning himſelf a Member of 
. a Body, ſhould be wanting 1n all juſt offices 
chat maytend to the ſupport-or convenience 
of that Body: and this ſeems to be the mean- 
-ing of the word finally, finally be ye all of one 
mind. The Apoſtle before had © exhorted 
'them to diſcharge honeſtly ſeveral Du- 
tics of Relation, as Swbjefts to their Gover- 
nours, 'Servants to their Maſters, Wives to 
their Husbands, and Husbands to their 
Wives; he then adds, finally be ye all of one 


mind, 


—C&@] 
mind, i.e. This is the ſum of che whole mat- 
rer, 'tis needleſs to reckon up every particu- 
ar duty; get but this comprchenfive one 


well, and that will diſpoſe you to perform all 
the reſt. Be bur all of onc mind, and then you 


will honour all men, you will love the brotherhood, ch. 2. ». 


you will fear God, you will honour the King ; you 'T 
will be duriful, juſt, honeſt, kind and com- 
paſſionate, and you will perform what you 
ought to do to all your Rclations. And this 
brings me to the Third thing. 

III. To ſhew the Relation that 1s be- 
tween Unity and Charity, how fitly and na- 
turally the latter part of the Text follows the 
former: Unigy hath a numerous. oft-ſpring, 
but Charity 1s the firſt-born ; wherceever .'ris - 
ſerled, its fruitfulneſs appears in all good . 
things, but in nothing more than in produ-.. 
cing this great and illuſtrious Vertue. The 
progreſs therefore of the Apoſtk's cxhortation 
1s exceeding cafic and natural, Be ye all of one - 
mind, having compaſſion one of another. Having 
Compaflion, how! but as ye arc all. of one 
mind. This is the way to have it, and to have - 
tt in ſuch a degrce and manner, as may ren- + 
der it (what it 1s 1n it fclt ) a moſt comfor- 
table and beneficial Virtue to our Brethren. 
When men are divided, they have enyy and 

hatred, . 
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hatred, they have anger and ſpight; and if 
they have . Compaſſion, 'tis gencrally either 
ſtreight or clogg narrow 1n its extent, or 


encumbred with grudgings and contempr, 
and for the moſt part, 'tis cither a low ſpirt- 
red, or a ſcornful pity. But in Unity the cur- 
rent 15 open, and there 1s nothing to obſtruct 
or muddy the ſtream, when men {incercly con- 
{1der they are all one; that they are in truth 
Members one of another, then their Charity 
is bright and generous, hath no mean nor 
ſordid alloyes; their. tendernels comes from 
their very Hearts and Souls, and they are 
kind to their Brethren as to their own fleſh. 
I cannot expreſs this better than in S. Az- 
Eece ſbi» £uſtine's f1nulitude ( if he be the Author of 
nem cal- thoſe Honulics) It there be a thorn in the 
%cp, foot, the back bends, the eyes ſearch, the 
50. hem. hands are ready, and all parts are quick and 
15> active to relieve the member that 1s grieved. 
And this 1s the juſt reſemblance of that 
Charity that ariſes from Unity. The whole 
Bcedy feels the ſmart and needs of a ſuffering 
Member, it touches them to the quick, and 
they are as carneſt and haſty to ſuccour and 
cheriſh it, as they would be in their own 
wants and affictions. In the firſt times 
therefore, when Unity was warm, Charity 


was 
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was not cold; They ſtraitned themſelves 
for their Brethren, they fold their poſſefſi- 
ons, and they had all things common: as 4#. 2. 
they had one Faith, ſo they had one Purſe 7; 
to0; the Rich had nothing but the Poor 
had a ſhare in, and they had all ſeaſonable 
and ſufficient ſupplies, and there was notany 
among them that lacked. 

Theſe are glorious and bleſſed effects, * and 
which always follow (in ſome degree or 
other ) where 1s perte&t Unity, what makes 
men one; makes their joys, their ſorrows, 
their intereſts one. If one member is ho- 1 Cer. 
noured, all the members rejoyce with it ; if one "226: 
ſuffer, all ſuffer with it: and they are all a com- 
mon care one to another. 

Thus admirable and glorious 1s Unity, thus 
happy inits Charity ; Both the ſubject of the 
Text, and both ſo uſctul, ſo-beneficial, that 
what can wedo, what can we deſire better ? 

And this 1s the Fourth thing, 
IV. To purſue the Apoſtſe's Exhortation, 
by laying down ſome conſiderations that may 
engage us to the love and practice of Unity 
and Charity. BE ye all of one mind, having 
compaſlion one of another; Be ye, 7. e. Let 
this be your Care, your Study, your Buſineſs; 
Be ye (oin 7h in your Aﬀections, 
in 
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in your Reſolutions and 1n your Practices. 
And that we may be ſo, beſides what hath 
been ſaid already; We may conſider, 

1. That the practice of theſe Virtues re- 
commends our Religion to the World; that 
Is, It gives people occaſion to reſpect it, and 
ſpeak well of it,and the leaſt of it 1s, that it gives 
them no juſt occaſion to ſpeak 11l of it. 

There are Two things with great carneſt- 
neſs objected againſt the Reformation; the 
Diviſions among the Reformed, and their 
negle& of good Works. 

As to the Firſt of theſe, it 1s too notorious 
to be denyed; and it 1s a great ſcandal and 
reproach to our Religion, and that which is 
commonly ſaid in defence of it; That 'tis not 
in things neceſſary and fundamental, but only 
in leſs matters, makes it much worle: for if 
the occaſion be little,and the Diſſentions great, 
the more 1s the ſhame and infamy. Hence it is 
that our Religion 15 diſhonoured, and the Re- 
formation 1s accus'd.as if inſtability and incon- 
ſiſtency were in the fundamental Conſtitu- 
tions of 1t. And yet our Religion it (elf is very 
innocent in this matter. There are no fair, juſt, 
and Chriſtian ways wanting to hold men in 
Unity : We do not indeed defire you to re- 
{ign up your Judgments and Conſciences,your 

| rcalons 
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reaſons and enquiries tq an Infallible Chair, 
which may perhaps produce a blind implicic 
Unity. But we do what ChriſtianReligion di- 
re&s by good Government, wholſame Diſci- 
pline, Exhortations, Perſwaſions, and what ( in 
like caſes ) the Apoſtles and Apoſtalical men 
have done before. There 1s a famous inſtance 
upon record. In the Church of Corinth were 
great Diviſions, for the remedying of which 
S. Paul interpoſes himſclt, and after him Cle- 
mens Romanus; and by conſidering the courſes 
they took ( and ſurely their ſence can never 
be better known than when they profeſledly 
diſcourſe of theſe matters) We ſhall ſee whe- 
cher they are more agreeable to the methods 
of the Church of Rome, or thoſe of the Refor- 
mation. Thoſe of the Church of Rome are, That 
there is an Univerſal viſible Head, and all Chri- 
ſtians are to be United under him; That the 
Church of Rome 1s the Mother and Miſtreſs of 
all Churches,.and the Infallible Judge of Con- 
troyerſics, and that in all matters of Faith and 
Religion all men are to ſubmit to Her deciſions 
and determinations without examination or 
diſpute: And This ( we are told ) is the true, 
the only, the neceſſary way of Union; and for 
want of it, or by deſerting it, the Reformation 
has always becn ſo full of Diviſions, I cannot 
2 now 
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now, nor 1s it very proper for me to examine 
the whole ſtate of this matter ; all that I ſhall 
remark, 1s, that there 15 not one word of this, 
nor any thing like it, either in S.Pau!'s Epiſtles, 
or in S. Clemens, which 1s no ſmall prejudice 
againſt it; for 'tis yery unreaſonable to uma- 
gine, that when they were exprefly treating 
of it, when with all carneſtnels and vchemen- 
cy, they were perſwading them to Unity, they 
ſhould omit the chick, the only, the neceſſary 
means of it. 

St. Paul, tor the cure of their Diviſions does 
not adviſe them to Unite under S. Peter as 
the Head of the Church; bur inſtead of thar, 
he tells them (and *tis very remarkable) that 
their diviſions and contentions aroſe by ſay- 
ing they were of St. Peter, as well as of Paul 
or Apollo. I am of Paul, and1 of Apollo, and I 
of Cephas: and when they own'd S. Peter 
more particularly,and by vertue of-thatmade 
a party and divided themſelves from their Bre- 
thren, they were every jotas catnal; as when 
they did the ſame of theother Two. It there- 
fore it had been their duty to adhere to 
$.Peteraboveall the xcft, he would never have 
taxed them for it, and have reckoned 1t as 
one inſtance of their Contentions ; or however 
( having expreſly mentioned S. Peter ) it the 

uniting 
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uniting under him as an infall:ble Head, had 
been cither neceſfary, or the beſt way to have 
f-tlcd their Diviſions, when He wrote to them. 
for that cnd, he would not, he reaſonably 
could not have omitted it. But he makes uſe 
of a very differing method. He adviſes them c.1.25, 
to be Humble, not conceited of their own 223 
wiſdom ; thactheir Difſentions are arguments 7 3%. 
of a carnal Mind ; that they ſhould quietly 2- 14 


obſerve their own Stations, and remember 

that they were members of Chriſt, and of one 
another : And ſuch like, which are further 
proſecuted with a great deal of pious zeal and 
carneſtneſs, by S. Clemens, 1n an Epiſtle to the. 
ſame Corinthians, where he tells them, that +4; 
their Diviſions loſt the Reputation they had Parric. 
gaincd by their former Vertue ; that they ba- 
niſhed Juſtice and Peace, andintroduced envy ; 1633. 
made them a ſcorn to their Enenues, and ha- ?- 22 5+ 
zardcd. themſelves; had perverted many, 20 
made many deſpond and doubt, &c. © That &c. * 
( for Remedy ) they ſhould be Humble ; that 

God hated Contentions, Malice, Revilings,and 

thoſe that - practiſed 'them, - or conſented to | 
them ; - that - they ſhould rather offend men 

than God ; that they ſhould diligently ſearch | 

the Scriptures : That finally they ſhould re- 
verence them that were {et ovcr them, and 
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return to the obedience of their Biſhops. 
Theſe and ſuch other are the means by which 

he indeavours to reduce the divided Corinthi- 

axs, but not one word of an infallible viſible 
Judge, and a Miſtreſs of all Churches co which 
they ſhould have recourſe, and which ſhould 
ſilence and quiet all their Debates, Diſputes 

and Controverſies. And 'tis ſomewhat re- 

» markable, That this very man was not only a 
Saint and a Martyr, and an carly Succeſſor of 

the Apoſtles ( mentioned by S.Paul, Phil 4.3.) 

but he was alſo a Biſhop of Rome; one who 
Chron. knew very well the Rights of his own See, 


wu and was commanded to it by S. Peter him- 


Jan, ſelf. And yet when he 1nterpolcs in the diviſi- 


ons of another Church, he does it with a 
great deal of Humility and Charity. He ſays 
nota word of his Authority to judge in their 
Controverſies, much leſs claims the ſole right 
to do it. But as he exhorts them to unite, 
from Chriſtian arguments, ſo he adviſes them 
to ſubmit not to him; but to their own Bi- 
ſhops and Paſtors. 

And theſe are plainly the ſame methods 
with thoſe of the Reformation : And which 
indeed are cffeftual and ſufficient enough to 
cure far greater Diviſions, 1f they were but 
ſincerely practiſed ; but what are the __ 

rules 
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rules or perſwaſtons, it they arc not practiſed? 
And alas! 'ris cafie to defend our Principles, 
would to God it were as calle to juſtifie our 
Practices. Theſe defame and S—_ the 
Reformation in ſpight of our beſt Proots and 
Reaſons. Andit we would wipe off that foul 
ſtain, we muſt ceaſe our Difſentions, and be 
as Good and Peaccable as our Principles. 
This will cffectually anſwer all the clamors of 
our Adverſarics, and do our Religion more 
right than all the Arguments of its Friends. 

As tothe other part of the Objection, the 
want of good Works, 1t 1s ( thanks be to God ) 


ſufficiently confured both by our Doctrines yy. g. 
and our Practices. It hath already been ob- ws #«- 
ſerved and collected, that the viſible Charities þ. 1219, 
ſince the Reformation ( for the time menti- meniond 
oned ) have exceeded what hath been done in 775aus 
twice that time before it. And that for ſome i**« #- 
parts of Charity, founding Schools, Hoſpitals, ire. 


Sermon, 


Wc. more was done than from the Conquelt 14s: 


to the Reformation. And, to the Honour of 
our Religion be 1t ſpoken, The publick and 
private Charities we daily ſce ; the frequent 
Benefactions among us. And if to theſe I may 
have leave to add, the Generous purpoſes of 
this day, and others of the ſame nature ; 

They are all illuſtrious Eyidences, That the 

Proteſtant . 
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Proteſtant Religion 1s as Charitable as any. 
That though we do not belicve our Works 
meritorious, or that they will commure for 
our Sins, or that our Money will redeem our 
Friends out of Torments after they are dead ; 
yet we hold the obligation to them 1s 1ndil- 
penſible, and which (ſo long as we continue 
true Proteſtants ) we can no more omit, than 
any other neceſlary duty of Chriſtian Religion. 
2. The prac&tice of Theſe Vertues makes us 
like God ; I nced not prove that to be like 
God is the utmoſt Perte&tion of Humane Na- 
ture. Every man that believes a God muſt 
believe 1t, and that it 1s impoſſible for a man 
to do better, than to imitate God. Now there 
1s nothing more oby1ous and clear in the Di- 
vinity than theſe Two, God's Unity and his 
Goodneſs, That God 1s one, and that The one 
God 1s good, without theſe we can have no 
notion nor conception of God. For what 1s 
not Eſſentially one, cannot be God, and what 
1s not good 1s the Devil. Now the Love 
and Practice of theſe Vertues before us are a 
faint inutation of the great things in the Di- 
vInity ; a Reſcmblance of thoſe Adorable per- 
fections in God ; I do not fay that an aggre- 
gate Body 1s one as God 1s one ; for God 1s {o 
Eflentially, That by agreement ; But it re- 
ſembles 
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ſembles That his Unity, and the more men arc 
united, the more they arc like God. The 
Apoſtle in exhorting men to Unity, hath 
( among others ) this Argument, That there 
1s One God, ( 7. e.) that as the God they ſerve 
1s but One, fo they that ſerve him ſhould be 
one likewiſe, and for that reaſon indeayour to 


keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of #*+ 


Peace. And as God is One; ſo the one God 
1s good; and 'tis happy for us that he is ſo: 
By this we were made, are preſerved, fed and 
maintained. By this we are redeemed, par- 
doned, and at laſt ſaved. But then 'ris unrea- 
ſonable and monſtrous, not to love and cx- 
ercile that our ſelves, which hath and con- 
ſtantly does ſo much good for us. Do we 
live by Charity, and ſhall we have none our 
ſelves ? are we ſav'd by mercy, and ſhall we 
afford none ? is God's goodneſs the joy of our 
hcarts, and the delight of the whole World, 
and ſhall we not our ſelves indeayour to get 
as much of it as we can ? There arc Two na- 
tures in the World, The one 1s good, merci- 
ful, compaſſionate, and apt to relieve, and 
This is the Divine Nature, the original of it 
is in God, it is God. And thoſe who practiſc 
Theſe things, are partakers of the Divine Na- 
turc, they reſemble cheir Maker, and = fol- 
OWCers 
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Ezh.5.1 lowers of God as dear Children. The other 
Nature 1s harſh, cruel, malicious, implacable, 
uncharitable, and this is the Devil's Nature, 
and the original of it 1s 1n himſelf, and they 
that do ſuch things bear his Image, they fol- 
low their Father, and their deeds are cyil. 
And ſure there is no compariſon; the one 

- falls us with darkneſs and horror, ſinks us be- 
low. our ſelves, and of men makes Furies and 
Devils. The other raiſes us to Heaven, in- 
ſpires us with immortal Spirits, and is a par- 
ticipation of God. There 1s not, there can- 
not be any thing in this world more glorious - 
and honourable, than to have the nature of 
the Eternal God appear in the lives and a&ti- 
ons af his Creatures. And. when. men from 
their hearts and Souls arc loving and - kind ; 
when they pity the Poor, relicye the diſtre(- 
ſed, comfort and ſuccor the helpleſs, and do 
all the good they are able : They have as 
much Divinity as humane Nature 1s capable 
of, and are a kind of God to their fcllow- 
Creatures. 

3. It is the ſtate of Heaven. Unity and 
Charity are immortal Graccs ; they live at 
God's right hand, and are part of the im- 
ployment, and the happineſs of the other 
World. And this fure ( if any thing ) _ 

make 
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make them 1n requeſt; if Heaven will not in- 
vite us, nothing will. The Apoſtle gives che 
preference to Charity, before all other Chri- 
{titan Vertues, becauſe it never fails. 'Tis 
here, and 'tis in Heaven, and 'tis infinitely 
better in Hcaven than 'tis here. There 1s in- 
deed no room for Advice, Forbcarance, For- 
giveneſs, or Alms, becauſe there is no Igno- 
rance, Sin, Injury or Poverty ; but there are 
tar higher and nobler acts of Charity : The 
molt intenſe and ardent Love, infinite ſatif- 
taction and complacency in each other. 

This 1s the buſineſs ; theſe are the joys of 
Heaven. Andare they only there? can men 
agree and love no where but in the other 
World ? ArePeace, Joy and Charity Bleflings 
only above ? will they make Saints in Hea- 
ven, and are they not fit for Saints on Earth ? 
The Church indeed 1s here Militant ; bur 
Envy, Strife, Wrath, Anger are no part of 
her military Vertues, but only the excerciſe of 
them, as they are to be oppoſed, ſubdued 
and conquered : She 1s of the ſame Society 
with the Church Triumphant, and her buſt- 
nels is the ſame, Praiſe and Thankſgiving to 
God, and Peace and Unity with one another 
1s the work of a Seraphim and of a good 
Man. The difference 1s, that 'tis pertorm'd 

| E 2 in 
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in Heaven without imperfe&tion ; Holineſs 
above 1s not another thing from Holineſs be- 
low ; but it's infinitely better in Heaven. 
The Virtues are the ſame in kind, but they 
difter in degree. Thoſe have an odd notion 
of Heaven, who take it to be only ſomething 
without them, like the gifts and largefles of 
this World ; whereas it 1s the exaltation of 
the things within them, the advancement of 
their Chriſtian Graces. It conſiſts in the 
moſt exact Holineſs, the moſt unſpotted Pu- 
rity, the moſt infinite Love to God,. and to 

one another. | 
And now wilt not the Beauty of- theke 
Glories win us? will they not inſpire eur 
Souls with ſuch heavenly diſpoſitions ?-We 
are all Travelling to the immortal reſidence 
of Unity and Charity ; we arecarneſtly labour- 
ing after the eternal poſſeſſion of them. And 
1s this poſſible, without an. earneſt love and 
practice of them - can a man with all his Soul 
wiſh to enjoy Unity for ever, that does not 
now ſincerely Love, Practiſe, and endea- 
vour it? can a man that hates his Brother 
ever think or deſire to receive cycrlaſting de- 
light in his company ? A man cannot honeſt- 
ly wiſh for heaven, that docs not care for 
the things 1n which it conſiſts; And theſe 
Vureues 
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Virtues have been always thought ſo necel- 
fary to this ſtate, that men are very loth to 
go out of the world without them, and when 
they come to dye, then they are for being 
in Charity with all the World; bur if « be 
neceſſary for us to dye fo, it 1s neceſſary for 
us tolwe ſotoo; for we have buta poor Title 
ro thole Virtues which we never thought on 
bur at our Death or Reſurrection. 

4. And Laſtly, Give me leave to recom- 
mend .theſe. great Virtues: to you, with re- 
ſpect to. the particular occaſion. 

There 1s in. all men, a great. and natural 
propenſity to. their Countrey; what. to the 
Air or Soll of it ? Theſe we may like indeed, 
but not love, they are. too low: and mean 
for. this bright afte@ion; 'tis. .our Living 
Countrey, the. Rational and Chriſtian pare 
of ity that beſt deſerves it, and ſuits «with ir. 
And whatever obligations we have to the 
exerciſe of theſe dunes in other inſtances, We 
have here one more, our. Nature, our Rel 
g10n, and our Countrey too call upon us to 
Love one another, and to be Charitable; 
Love indeed 1s a ſpatious Virtue, not con- 
fn'd toa Town or a Countrey, nor ſhut u 
againſt any objects, bur 'tis moſt i 
ſooneſt exerciſed at. home. The Dew of Her« 
mon: - 
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201 that overflows tothe inriching of diſtant 
Plains, its own Valley firſt recerves the Virtue. 
When therefore it hath pleaſed God to touch 
mens hearts v::: diſpoſitions of Piety and 
Charity, to do things for publick Ornament, 


- Uſe or Alms; the ſeat they have choſe for 


them, hath generally been, where they were 
Born or Bred: Thus 1s a kind of Tribute we 
owe to the place where we received - our 
Breath. Grateful and good Men arc -apt to 
make Retributions where they receive the Be- 
nefit; there 1s no Blefling in the world like 
that of our Beings; the ſumm and founda- 
tion of all the re{t: And when we are kind 
and beneficial to our Countreymen, we com- 
memorate our - own Nativities, and (ina 
manner) make an acknowledgment and 
thankſgiving to God for our Bcings. 

And as this 1s done 1n all inſtances of good- 
nels, ſo eſpecially in that before us. You are 
now exerciſing a peculiar Charity, and ſuch 
as hath ſomewhat extraordinary in 1t. For if 


it be Piety and Charity, to feed and cloath 


the Hungry and Naked; what 1s 1t to (et 
them up, to put them into ſuch a condition 
and capacity as by God's Providence and their 
own induſtry, they may not only ſupport 
themſcives and Famulics, but be a rclicf unto 

others: 
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others: And { Thanks be to Cod ) there want 
not inſtances of men, who from this begin- 
ning have become famous, uſeful and ſer- 
viceable in their Generations. Thoſe there. 
fore that are now objects of your Charity 
may hereafter become Examples of it to 
others; however you plant the Tree, and 
by God's blefling itmay grow up and flouriſh 
and bear fruit, and become a ſhelter to o-. 
thers. Charity 1s a good Soil, and what we 
begin 1n duty to. God moſt, commonly ends 
with his Blefling. 

And God grant that what ye now Sowe 
may bring forth ſuch increaſe as may tend 
ro the honour of God, the comfort of our. 
Brethren, and the good of our Countrey, 

I end with thoſe excellent Prayers of our 


Church. 
Quinguag. Sunday. 


0 Lord, who haſt taught us that all our do- 

ings without Charity are nothing worth, ſend thy | 
Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts that moſt 
excellent gift of Charity, the very bond of peace 
and of all vertues, without which, whoſoever liveth- 
is counted dead before thee. Grant this, for 


thy only Son Feſus Chrift's ſake. 


22, Sun- - 
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- | 22, Sunday after Trinity, 4. 
- Lon beſeech thee to keep thy þ t A old th 
Klan rag continual godlineſs, that through the 
protection; it may be free from all ababries 
ood 
eſs 


